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WEATHER CROPS (Cont.)

Precipitation was heavy and wide-

spread throughout the State during the

entire week. Precipitation averaged from

one inch in the southwest up to three and

a half inches in the central portion.

Temperatures averaged five degrees below

normal.

GENERAL

Row crop planting in Nebraska was

virtually completed last week. Rainfall

averaged over two inches statewide with

lowland flooding reported in a number of

areas. Rains benefitted emerging row

crops by breaking up crusted soils and

aiding germination. However, much of the

first cutting of alfalfa had been rained

on lowering crop quality. The wet spring

conditions have resulted in very weedy

fields with cultivation active where

possible. Sugar beet cultivation and

thinning were also underway in the west.

Wheat program acres continued to be hayed

last week with some extensions sought due

to wet field conditions. The number of

days suitable for fieldwork were 3.2.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 2%

short, 53% adequate and 45% surplus.

Subsoil supplies were 69% adequate and 31%

surplus. A year ago, topsoll moisture

supplies were 44% adequate and 56%

surplus. Subsoil supplies were 2% short,

56% adequate and 42% surplus.

CROPS

Corn emergence was 99% complete com-

pared to 90% last year and 100% normal.

The cool seasonal temperatures continued

to slow crop growth. European corn borer

moth counts were very high in some eastern

areas.

Sorghum planting was 99%, ahead of

85% last year and near 100% normal.

Ninety percent of the crop was emerged

compared to only 50% a year ago while 98%

is normal. Soybean plantlng was also

virtually completed at 98% with compari-

sons of 80% last year and 100% normal.

Soybean emergence stood at 90% with 50%

last year and 95% normal.

Nebraska's winter wheat crop con-

tinued to be rated well ahead of a year

ago at 27% fair, 70% good and 3% excel-

lent. Ninety-five percent was headed,

compared to 100% last year and normal.

Coloring was apparent on 10% of the

acreage, behind 20% turning last year and

40% normal. To date, reported damage from

mid-May's cold temperatures has been

limited to some trapped wheat heads in a

few Panhandle fields.

First crop alfalfa harvest moved

ahead to 85% complete. This compared to

only 65% last year and 90% normal. Much

of the alfalfa cut last week received rain

and needs drylng weather. Alfalfa weevll

continues to be a concern in eastern

counties.

LIVESTOCK

Cattle and calves are making good

gains on range and pastures. Feedlots

were again very muddy after the week's

rains. Insect control was becoming a

concern in many areas.

Precipitation, April 1 - June 17, 1983

NW NC NE CEN EC

Total past week ........... 1.50 2.10 2.70 2.60 3.60

Total slnce Aprll 1 ....... 8.10 8.50 9.20 9.10 i0.i0

Normal since April 1 ...... 7.01 7.65 9.02 8.41 9.40

SW SC SE

1.00 3.20 3.00

8.30 i0.i0 9.10

7.06 8.60 i0.00
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